CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently Amended) An automated software distribution method comprising: 
receiving a request to access a software distribution system; 
determining if the requester request is from a registered user; 

determining if whether the registered user is authorized to perform a an internal software 
development s c al e ab le di st ribut ion framework activity corresponding to software projects in the 
software distribution system and determining whether the registered user is authorized to 
perform a commercial transaction to download software from the software distribution system ? 
said dete rmining comprising examining a transaction right associated with said regist e red us er; 

providing the registered user access to one or more software projects and tools that 
facilitate the development of the software projects when the registered user is authorized to 
perform internal software development activity, where the register user utilizes the tools to create 
or modify the performing an internal process associated with a software proj e ct un der 
development projects when said reques ter is a ut h o rized to p erform said software devel o pm ent 
scaleable distribution framework activit y; 

determining if said whether the registered user is authorized entitled to perform a 
commercial transaction to download software from the software distribution system, where the 
register user is entitled to perform a commercial transaction with the software distribution system 
when the register user has provided financial consideration for the software to be downloaded 
from the software distribution system or established a service contract corresponding to the 
software to be downloaded se aleable dis tribution framework activity, said determin ing 
comprising examining a transaction right associated wit h sai d r egistered user; 

providing the registered user access to software available for distribution that the 
registered user is entitled to download from the software distribution system, where the register 
user downloads the software from the software distribution system when the registered user is 
both authorized and entitled to perform commercial transactions to download software from the 
software distribution system perfor m i ng a -sealeable-seft ware distribution system commerc e 
transaction, when said request er is a uth orized to perfo rm sai d commercial scaleable distribution 
fra me wef k - aetw ty^: and 

storing and tracking information associated with both internal software development 
activity performed by registered users and commercial transactions resulting in software being 
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downloaded from the software distribution system by registered users said au t omated softwar e 
distribution method^-wherein said automated software distribution method utilt zes-a-seafeabk 
software distribution fram ^wefk-an d object model in which objects are lin k ed together by - u mqae 
o bject i dentifiers . 

2. (Currently Amended) The automated software distribution method of Claim 1 further 
comprising, if said requester is not a registered user, notifying said requester that access 

is not granted and providing the requester an opportunity to register with the software 
distribution system . 

3. (Original) The automated software distribution method of Claim 1 wherein the 
request is received from an internal user via an internal LAN. 

4. (Original) The automated software distribution method of Claim 1 wherein the 
request is received from an external user via the Internet. 

5. (Currently Amended) The automated software distribution method of Claim 1 wherein 
said internal proces s-c omprises allowing access to one or more software projects allows the 
registered user to access an internal storage of software products. 

6. (Currently Amended) The automated software distribution method of Claim 1 wherein 
said internal process -co m pri ses allow i ng said access to one or more software projects allows the 
registered user to download software code, make changes and upload the modified code. 

7. (Original) The automated software distribution method of Claim 1 wherein a 
scaleable software distribution system commerce transaction is engaged in an electronic 
commerce environment. 

8. (Original) The automated software distribution method of Claim 1 wherein a 
software transaction process is utilized. 
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9. (Currently Amended) The automated software distribution method of Claim 1, 
whefem-said-iRiernal proces s c o mp r is es an internal softwar e publishing pr ee e ss, sa i d 
internal software publishing pro ee ss compri sieg-r includes 

receiving -a-request- to engage in software image publishing activities; 

engaging in a da ta-pepuMiea-preee-s s in accordance with a scaleablc s oftware 
distrib ution frame wo r k a nd object model - in which obje ^ts-are-Maked-te gether by -umque 
object identifiers; 

ehee king information associat e d w ith a software project under development to 
ensure the request e r has -autheriz ation t o eng a g e in software image publieati -en activities 

confirming the registered user is authorized to publish downloadable software to the 
software distribution system; 

populating the software distribution system with data corresponding to downloadable 
software with a software publishing tool available to registered users authorized to perform 
internal software development activities, the data includes software code, product release 
information corresponding the downloadable software, and packaging information that maps the 
software code to a displavable image corresponding to the downloadable software; 

receiving requisite supervisory authorization to proceed with the publication of the 
downloadable software, where the requisite supervisory authorization includes an accuracy 
check of the downloadable software by a manager of the software distribution system other than 
the registered user that populated the software distribution system with data corresponding to 
downloadable software ; and 

publishing the downloadable software to the software distribution system according to 
the data populated in the software distribution system, the publishing performed responsive to 
receiving the requisite supervisory authorization to proceed with the publication 

executing a software pub heatien. 

10. (Previously Presented) The internal software publishing process of Claim 9 wherein 
the request is received from a software engineer that has built a software image ready for 
commercial release. 
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1 1 . (Previously Presented) The internal software publishing process of Claim 9 wherein 
the data population process includes a software distribution framework (SWDF) 
Information Model, a SWDF Product Model and a SWDF Packaging Model. 

12. (Previously Presented) The internal software publishing process of Claim 9 wherein a 
software distribution framework (SWDF) packaging model is completed by pulling data 

from a database that includes features that map a software image and software product 
code. 

13. (Previously Presented) The internal software publishing process of Claim 9 wherein 
software distribution framework (SWDF) authorization information is checked to make 

sure the requester has appropriate role responsibility to engage in image publishing. 

14. (Currently Amended) The automated software distribution method of Claim 1, 
wherein said commcrcial -seateabl e distribution framework ac t ivity comprises a 
commercial transaction process, said commercial transaction pro c ess com prising: 

examining the commercial transaction rights of the registered user a r e qu e st e r ; 

making a determination if the registered user request er has entitlement to proceed with a 
commercial transaction; 

when the registered user is not entitled to proceed with the commercial transaction, 
prompting the registered user to provide financial consideration for the software to be 
downloaded or to establish a service contract for the software to be downloaded engaging- m-a 
commercia l transaction e ntitlem e nt process ; 

investigating to determine if a the registered user reque s ter successfully provided 
financial consideration for the software to be downloaded or to established a service contract for 
the software to be downloaded compl eted a c ommercial transaction entitlement process ; and 

executing the requested commercial transaction when the registered user has provided 
financial consideration for the software to be downloaded or to established a service contract for 
the software to be downloaded. 
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1 5. (Previously Presented) A commercial transaction process of Claim 14 wherein a 
SWDF system stores information on the commercial transaction rights of external 
customers. 

16. (Previously Presented) A commercial transaction process of Claim 1 5 wherein a 
SWDF system stores information on the entitlements of external customers to engage in 
commercial transactions. 

1 7. (Previously Presented) A commercial transaction process of Claim 1 5 wherein SWDF 
Entitlement Information includes information on whether the customer has a service 

contract or paid money for the requested software product and if the customer has 
entitlement to proceed the requested software product is downloaded. 

18. (Previously Presented) A commercial transaction process of Claim 15 wherein the 
commercial transaction process is an electronic commerce process. 

19. (Previously Presented) A commercial transaction process of Claim 15 wherein the 
software product comprises software image binary executables, readme information, 
installation instructions, product manuals, guide and software requirements, and software 
release note, and software licensing key. 

20. (Currently Amended) An automated software distribution system comprising: 
a- means for determining if whether a user is entitled to perform a an internal software 

development activity according to instructions stored on a computer-readable medium , wherein 
said software development activity is accessible through said automated software distribution 
systenv said determining comprising examining a transaction right associated with said 
registefed-aser; 

a -means for determining if whether said user is entitled to perform a commercial activity 
transaction to download software from the automated software distribution system according to 
instructions stored on the computer-readable medium , wherein said commercial activity is 
accessible through said automated software distribution system , where the user is entitled to 
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perform a commercial transaction with the automated software distribution system when the user 
has provided financial consideration for the software to be downloaded from the automated 
software distribution system or established a service contract corresponding to the software to be 
downloaded v- said determining comprising examining a transaction right associated with said 

a means for communicatin g4nfermatie n associated with an auto m at e d software 
distribution method; 

means for providing the user access to one or more software projects and tools that 
facilitate the development of the software projects according to instructions stored on the 
computer-readable medium when the user is authorized to perform internal software 
development activity, where the register user utilizes the tools to create or modify the projects; 

a means for process i ng said inf o rmation associated -with said automated softwar e 
distribution method; and 

means for providing the user access to software available for distribution that the user is 
entitled to download from the automated software distribution system according to instructions 
stored on the computer-readable medium, where the user downloads the software from the 
automated software distribution system when the registered user is both authorized and entitled 
to perform commercial transactions to download software from the software distribution system; 
and 

a-means for storing and tracking said information associated with both internal software 
development activity performed by users and commercial transactions resulting in software 
being downloaded from the software distribution system by users said automated software 
distribution method, wherein said automated software d i stribution method u ti lizes a scalea b le 
s oftware distribution framework and object m edej-4 n which e b jects are linked togeth ef-fey-roktue 
object identifiers . 

21. (Previously Presented) An automated software distribution system of Claim 20 
wherein said information associated with an automated software distribution method is 
organized in accordance with software distribution framework (SWDF) modules that 
manage the software distribution information and activities in accordance with SWDF 
models. 
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22. (Previously Presented) An automated software distribution system of Claim 21 
wherein said information associated with an automated software distribution method is 
organized in accordance with a software distribution framework (SWDF) database, 
wherein SWDF database schema components are configured in accordance with four 
categories comprising regular database tables, composite link database tables, associating 
link database tables and runtime information query components. 

23. (Previously Presented) An automated software distribution system of C laim 21 
wherein said information associated with an automated software distribution method is 
tracked and manipulated by means for indicating classes, attributes and operations. 

24. (Previously Presented) An automated software distribution system of Claim 21 
further comprising a means for managing different areas of framework information including 
user information, authorization information, software information, configuration 
information, commerce information, publication information, and distribution 
information. 

25. (Previously Presented ) An automated software distribution system of Claim 21 
wherein a link database is table is a persistent storage for the relationship of two objects. 

26. (Currently Amended) An automated software distribution apparatus comprising: 
a bus for communicating information associated with an automated software 

distribution method; 

an input mechanism for receiving requests from a user for access to said 

information, said user having associated transaction rights; 

a processor for processing said inform attefl-assoe iated with an aut omat ed s oft wa re 

distribution method to 

determine whether the registered user is authorized to perform an internal 
software development activity corresponding to software projects in the software 
distribution system and determining whether the registered user is authorized to perform 
a commercial transaction to download software from the software distribution system; 
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provide the registered user access to one or more software projects and tools that 
facilitate the development of the software projects when the registered user is authorized 
to perform internal software development activity, where the register user utilizes the 
tools to modify the software projects; 

determine whether the registered user is entitled to perform a commercial 
transaction to download software from the software distribution system, where the 
register user is entitled to perform a commercial transaction with the software distribution 
system when the register user has provided financial consideration for the software to be 
downloaded from the software distribution system or established a service contract 
corresponding to the software to be downloaded; 

provide the registered user access to software available for distribution that the 
registered user is entitled to download from the software distribution system, where the 
register user downloads the software from the software distribution system when the 
registered user is both authorized and entitled to perform commercial transactions to 
download software from the software distribution system ; and 
a memory for storing and tracking said information associated with an automated 
software distribution method, wherein said automated software distribution method 
utilizes a scaleable software distribution framework and object model in which objects 
are linked together by unique object identifiers. 

27. (Currently Amended) The automated software distribution apparatus of Claim 26 
wherein the processor is adapted to said bus i s communicatively coupled to a c omm unic ation 

confirm the registered user is authorized to publish downloadable software to the 
software distribution system; 

populate the software distribution system with data corresponding to downloadable 
software with a software publishing tool available to registered users authorized to perform 
internal software development activities, the data includes software code, product release 
information corresponding the downloadable software, and packaging information that maps the 
software code to a displavable image corresponding to the downloadable software; 
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receive requisite supervisory authorization to proceed with the publication of the 
downloadable software, where the requisite supervisory authorization includes an accuracy 
check of the downloadable software by a manaRer of the software distribution system other than 
the registered user that populated the software distribution system with data corresponding to 
downloadable software; and 

publish the downloadable software to the software distribution system according to the 
data populated in the software distribution system, the publishing performed responsive to 
receiving the requisite supervisory authorization to proceed with the publication . 

28. (Currently Amended) The automated software distribution apparatus of Claim 27 
wherein the processor is adapted to an automated software distribution method is implemented 
yia-s aid communications netwo rk 

examine the commercial transaction rights of the registered user; 

make a determination if the registered user has entitlement to proceed with a 
commercial transaction; 

when the registered user is not entitled to proceed with the commercial transaction, 
prompt the registered user to provide financial consideration for the software to be downloaded 
or to establish a service contract for the software to be downloaded; 

investigate to determine if a the registered user requester successfully provided financial 
consideration for the software to be downloaded or to established a service contract for the 
software to be downloaded; and 

execute the requested commercial transaction when the registered user has provided 
financial consideration for the software to be downloaded or to established a service contract for 
the software to be downloaded . 

29. (Previously Presented) The automated software distribution apparatus of Claim 27 
wherein an XML-based software distribution framework is utilized to enable automatic 
distribution of software over the Internet and World Wide Web (WWW) while 
coordinating, correlating and collecting information that assists software distribution 
management and maintenance activities. 
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30. (Previously Presented) The automated software distribution apparatus of Claim 27 
wherein software images are published based on software rights associated with a 
business rule/responsibility model and software products arc distributed to customers 
based on commerce model. 

3 1 . (Currently Amended) A computer usable medium having a computer readable 
program code embodied therein for causing a computer system to perform an automated 
software distribution method, said automated software distribution method comprising: 

receiving a request to access a software distribution system; 

determining if the requester request is from a registered user; 

determining if-a whether the registered user has authorization to perform an internal 
software development activity corresponding to software projects in the software distribution 
system and determining whether the registered user is authorized to perform a commercial 
transaction to download software from the software distribution system , said determining 
comprising examining a transaction right - associated with said r egistered user ; 

providing the registered user access to one or more software projects and tools that 
facilitate the development of the software projects when the registered user is authorized to 
perform internal software development activity, where the register user utilizes the tools to create 
or modify the performing an internal p rocess a ss eeiate4-with-a software development scaleable 
s o ftware distribution framework, projects when said user is a u thorized to perform said int e rnal 
softwar e development acti vity; 

determining if-a whether the registered user is has authorization entitled to perform a 
commercial transaction to download software from the software distribution system, where the 
register user is entitled to perform a commercial transaction with the software distribution system 
when the register user has provided financial consideration for the software to be downloaded 
from the software distribution system or established a service contract corresponding to the 
software to be downloaded scaleable distribution framew ork- activity, said determini ng 
co mprising examining a transaction right associated with said registered-user; 

providing the registered user access to software available for distribution that the 
registered user is entitled to download from the software distribution system, where the register 
user downloads the software from the software distribution system when the registered user is 
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both authorized and entitled to perform commercial transactions to download software from the 
software distribution system performing a scaleabie software distribution system com rneree 
transaction, when said request e r is authorized to pe r form said commercial scaleabie distributio n 
framework activity, ; and 

utilizing a scaleabie software distribution framework and object model in which 
in which objects are linked together by unique object identifiers. 

32. (Currently Amended) The automated software distribution method of Claim 3 1 
wherein the request is received from an ext ernal-us er via the Internet includes 

confirming the registered user is authorized to publish downloadable software to the 
software distribution system; 

populating the software distribution system with data corresponding to downloadable 
software with a software publishing tool available to registered users authorized to perform 
internal software development activities, the data includes software code, product release 
information corresponding the downloadable software, and packaging information that maps the 
software code to a displayable image corresponding to the downloadable software; 

receiving requisite supervisory authorization to proceed with the publication of the 
downloadable software, where the requisite supervisory authorization includes an accuracy 
check of the downloadable software by a manager of the software distribution system other than 
the registered user that populated the software distribution system with data corresponding to 
downloadable software ; and 

publishing the downloadable software to the software distribution system according to 
the data populated in the software distribution system, the publishing performed responsive to 
receiving the requisite supervisory authorization to proceed with the publication . 

33. (Currently Amended) The automated software distribution method of Claim 32 
wherein the user is ab l e to access an 4n ternal storage of software products includes 

examining the commercial transaction rights of the registered user; 
making a determination if the registered user has entitlement to proceed with a 
commercial transaction; 
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when the registered user is not entitled to proceed with the commercial transaction, 
prompting the registered user to provide financial consideration for the software to be 
downloaded or to establish a service contract for the software to be downloaded; 

investigating to determine if a the registered user requester successfully provided 
financial consideration for the software to be downloaded or to established a service contract for 
the software to be downloaded; and 

executing the requested commercial transaction when the registered user has provided 
financial consideration for the software to be downloaded or to established a service contract for 
the software to be downloaded . 

34. (Previously Presented) The automated software distribution method of Claim 33 
wherein an internal user is able to download software code, make changes and upload the 
modified code and both internal and external users are able to engage in a scaleable 
software distribution system commerce transaction. 
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